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Alexander Hamilton was one of the most brilliant and enigmatic figures in
American history. A key player in the founding of the United States, he was
a brilliant military strategist, a visionary economist, and a gifted writer. But
despite his many accomplishments, Hamilton has remained an elusive
figure, shrouded in mystery and intrigue.

In this captivating biography, historian Ron Chernow sheds new light on
Hamilton's life and legacy. Drawing on a wealth of new research, Chernow
paints a vivid portrait of Hamilton's complex personality, from his humble
beginnings as an immigrant orphan to his rise to prominence as one of the
most influential figures in American history.

Chernow explores Hamilton's role in the American Revolution, his work as
the first Secretary of the Treasury, and his tragic death in a duel with Aaron
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Burr. He also delves into Hamilton's personal life, revealing his passionate
love for his wife, Eliza, and his deep attachment to his children.

The result is a masterful work of scholarship that sheds new light on one of
the most important figures in American history. Chernow's biography is
essential reading for anyone interested in Alexander Hamilton, the founding
of the United States, or the American Revolution.

Early Life and Education



Alexander Hamilton was born on the island of Nevis in the British West
Indies on January 11, 1757. His father, James Hamilton, was a Scottish
merchant and his mother, Rachel Fawcett Lavien, was the daughter of a
French Huguenot physician. Hamilton's parents never married, and his
father abandoned the family when Hamilton was very young.
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Hamilton was raised by his mother and her extended family. He showed a
precocious talent for learning, and at the age of 12, he was sent to study at
King's College (now Columbia University) in New York City.

At King's College, Hamilton excelled in his studies, and he soon emerged
as a leader among his classmates. He was elected to the Phi Beta Kappa
honor society and graduated with honors in 1776.

Military Career



When the American Revolution broke out in 1775, Hamilton joined the
Continental Army. He quickly rose through the ranks, and in 1777, he was
appointed aide-de-camp to General George Washington.

Hamilton served with distinction at the Battles of Trenton, Princeton, and

Saratoga. He also played a key role in the drafting of the Declaration of
Independence.
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In 1781, Hamilton was promoted to brigadier general and given command
of an artillery battalion. He fought at the Battle of Yorktown, which ended
the war.

Political Career
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After the war, Hamilton entered politics. He was elected to the Continental
Congress and served as the first Secretary of the Treasury under President
George Washington.

As Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton played a key role in shaping the
nation's economic policies. He established the national bank, assumed the
states' war debts, and created a tariff system.

Hamilton's economic policies were controversial, but they helped to
stabilize the economy and lay the foundation for the nation's future
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prosperity.

Hamilton also played a key role in the drafting of the Constitution. He was a
strong advocate for a strong central government, and he helped to secure
the ratification of the Constitution by the states.

Personal Life

In 1780, Hamilton married Eliza Schuyler. They had eight children together.

Hamilton was a devoted husband and father. He was also a passionate
advocate for education and the arts.

Hamilton's personal life was marred by tragedy. In 1804, he was killed in a
duel with Aaron Burr. He was only 47 years old.

Legacy
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Alexander Hamilton was one of the most important figures in American
history. His work as a military strategist, economist, and politician helped to
shape the nation's destiny.

Hamilton's legacy is a complex and controversial one. He was a brilliant
and ambitious man who made many enemies. But he was also a man of
great vision and integrity.
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Hamilton's legacy continues to be debated today. But there is no doubt that
he was one of the most influential figures in American history.

Alexander Hamilton was a brilliant and enigmatic figure who played a key
role in the founding of the United States. His life and legacy continue to

inspire
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